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Animal Fighting:  
The Public Learns the 
Grisly	Truth
In a year when the Michael Vick prosecution 
thrust the hidden truth and ugly reality of 
organized canine combat squarely into a 
shocked America’s consciousness, we  
scored two major related victories. Congress 
made interstate dogfighting and cockfighting 
federal felonies, and cockfighting was 
outlawed in Louisiana and New Mexico, the 
last two states to allow it.
The HSUS assisted in the federal case against 
Vick by providing information to authorities 
through a key undercover witness, and we 
worked with law enforcement agencies in  
this and scores of other animal fighting cases 
nationwide. We participated in dogfighting 
and cockfighting raids from Virginia to 
California, with one bust resulting in the 
record seizure of more than 5,000 roosters 
from a criminal syndicate operating in San 
Diego County. Ensuing publicity, combined 
with the new laws, significantly increased  
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shipping dogfighting and cockfighting 
paraphernalia in violation of federal law.
•	 Persuaded	legislators	to	upgrade	the	
federal animal fighting law to ban training, 
breeding, and possession of fighting 
dogs and to allow for the prosecution of 
dogfighting crimes, even if there is no 
interstate activity.
•	 Developed	a	pilot	program	in	Chicago	to	
combat street dogfighting through law 
enforcement training, youth education, 
focus group research, street level 
intervention, and dog training classes for 
youths most at risk.
•	 Secured	passage	of	laws	banning	
cockfighting in New Mexico and Louisiana, 
the last two holdout states, and won a 
lawsuit upholding the constitutionality of 
New Mexico’s anti-cockfighting law.
Abusing Wildlife for 
Pleasure and Profit
The killing of semi-tame exotic animals  
or native wildlife held captive in fenced 
enclosures continued to top the list of cruel 
and unsporting methods of trophy hunting.  
A perverse activity known as wildlife penning 
grew in popularity as animal traders, spotting 
a lucrative new market, began live-trapping 
large numbers of coyotes and foxes. Sold  
for $50 to $200 apiece as live bait, they are 
released into large fenced areas where 
hunting dogs are let loose to chase them 
down and tear them apart. Owners evaluate 
their dogs’ speed and aggression and wager 
on performances.
Our legal attacks on wildlife abuse resulted  
in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ordering 
state wildlife officials to crack down on 
captive hunting. Legislation that would have 
sanctioned a yearly dove hunting season in 
Iowa and allowed hunting and baiting on 
Sundays in several states was defeated, and 
the number of states banning Internet 
hunting increased to 34.
The 2006 courtroom victory against hunting 
in national wildlife refuges thwarted the 
planned opening of dozens of refuges to gun 
and bow hunters in 2007. In Congress, we 
secured language in the Senate Interior 
Appropriations bill to stop the import of 
polar bear trophies killed by hunters in the 
Canadian Arctic (although the House rejected 
Foxes await a savage death
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similar language and it was not retained in 
the final bill). Our efforts also led to the 
inclusion of language in the House Foreign 
Operations Appropriations bill to stop 
American tax dollars from funding the 





program to combat illegal killing of wildlife 
that accounts for tens of millions of animal 
deaths each year in the U.S.
•	 Collected	crucial	evidence	to	support	our	
ongoing legal campaign against an annual 
North Carolina live pigeon shoot that kills 
some 40,000 to 60,000 birds.
•	 Persuaded	the	New	Jersey	Legislature	to	
allocate $850,000 for nonlethal black bear 
management after the state’s bear hunt was 
discontinued.
Pit bull after a fight
Maryland protest
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